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34 WAKING A SLEEPING BEAUTY
 With a long and successful history in 

the northern hemisphere, cabernet 
franc’s Australian experience has 
been one of a “fringe dweller,” 
reports Denis Gastin. First planted 
in Australia in the mid-1800s, the 
variety accounts for less than 1 
per cent of the national vineyard, 
but that’s beginning to change. A 
new appreciation of the grape and 
its qualities as a single varietal is 
generating a growing interest.

38 ISLAND IN THE SUN
 For too long Kangaroo Island’s 

farmers have largely been ignored 
by mainlanders, writes Dan Traucki. 
But a growing demand for the 
island’s high-end food and wine has 
producers basking in a deserved 
reputation as a destination for fine 
fare. Its blossoming wine industry 
is a stand-out that is supported by 
brewers and spirit distillers.

44 THE FRENCH EVOLUTION
 There is a quiet revolution underway 

in the French wine industry that 
promises to deliver greater creativity 
and diversity, reports Dan Traucki. 
The rigid and sometimes archaic 
regulations that have governed the 
industry are being eased in a bid 
to attract a new generation of wine 
lovers. Among those changes is the 
Vin de France label which allows the 
classic Aussie blend of cabernet 
and shiraz.

W I N E  T A S T I N G S

 68 Clare Valley & Surrounding Regions

 72 Merlot & Other Bordeaux Varietals

 76 Cabernet Sauvignon & Blends

 94 McLaren Vale

 104 Langhorne Creek & Fleurieu

 108 Kangaroo Island

 114 Tasmania

 122 South Island (Nelson & Canterbury)

 125 Jane Skilton’s Recent Releases

F E A T U R E S

26 ORGANICALLY ORGANIC
 For David Bruer the decision to “go 

organic” was easy, writes Dan Traucki. 
Passionate about all things “green,” 
Bruer was among the first organic 
grape growers more than 20 years 
ago and today the success of his 
Temple Bruer label is a beacon for 
others in the industry. Bruer says the 
flavours in one of his finished bottles of 
wine is dependent on obtaining more 
natural flavours from his vineyards.

30 NATURE’S WAY
 At the heart of sustainable viticulture 

lie organic and biodynamic grape 
production, writes Troy Kalleske. 
Practitioners aim to keep their soils 
healthy which in turn leads to healthy 
vines, quality produce and great 
wines. He argues that wine produced 
this way is simply wine the way 
natured intended it to be.
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For a complete list of what we tasted for this 
issue please refer to www.winestate.com.au
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106 TRADE TALKS
 Kangaroo Island’s wine industry 

has had its share of ups and downs 
since the first commercial vines 
were planted in the early 1970s, but 
there’s been a recent dramatic surge 
in interest and demand for island 
wines. Kangaroo Island Trading 
Company’s Caj Amadio is behind 
much of the growing interest and at 
Winestate’s first regional judging the 
company’s 2015 shiraz claimed top 
spot in the Kangaroo Island Wine of 
the Year Awards.
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