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F E A T U R E S

30 SOLAR MAKES SENSE
 If energy giant AGL has any say, solar 

energy and the wine industry will be 
natural partners in a future power market 
based around renewables, writes Nigel 
Hopkins. AGL believes the time is right 
for environmentally-minded winemakers 
to make the switch to commercial solar 
power generation to meet energy 
needs. It offers cheaper power while 
showcasing green credentials in an 
industry more mindful of its carbon 
footprint.

42 BUILDING ON THE PAST
 Victoria’s Yarra Valley has a long history 

with wine and this relationship is being 
strengthened by the likes of local 
wineries including Seville Estate. In the 
last two years, reports Michael Hince, 
there’s been a flurry of activity at Seville 
Estate - new owners, a revamped cellar 
door, enhanced tasting focus and a 
replanting regime. And behind the 
new Seville era is the guiding hand of 
winemaker Dylan McMahon.

38 MAINFREIGHT WORLD’S 
GREATEST SYRAH & SHIRAZ 
CHALLENGE XII

 It was a rigorous and thorough 
examination in Winestate’s 12th annual 
syrah/shiraz challenge of more than 
420 examples of this wonderful style 
from around the world. For the Top Ten 
selection this year it was impossible 
to separate the very high point scores 
that the judging panels awarded to 
the wines. Each wine achieved a 
unanimous 18.5 points from each of 
the three judges involved. We could 
have done a “judge off” but decided 
this year that this would not have done 
justice to the exceptional quality of 
the wines involved. At this high level 
it would have come down to a judges 
preference rather than a quality 
decision and that would have been 
unfair to the bottom wines in any Top 
Ten ranking. Hence the “no particular 
order” rating was decided. Judged 
entirely blind, if you do win an award 
with Winestate, you’ve definitely earned 
it, writes Peter Simic. Mainfreight World’s 
Greatest Syrah & Shiraz Challenge XII 
tasting starts page 64. 

34 SUPER SERIOUS ABOUT SHIRAZ
 Australia and shiraz is a vinous match 

without equal, writes Dan Traucki, 
but understanding and growing 
the relationship, particularly on the 
international stage, requires additional 
commitment. Wine Australia is working 
on a $5.3 million investigation to 
understand and refine the expression 
of Australian shiraz terroir and this 
follows similar studies in the shiraz-
dominant regions of McLaren Vale and 
the Barossa Valley.

40 CHANGING TASTES
 Momentum away from the big, bold 

shiraz wines which dominated in the 
1990s and early 2000s to more refined, 
elegant, cooler-climate styles continues 
to build, reports Dan Traucki. The 
evolution of shiraz has been long, slow 

and deliberate since the 1950s when 
Grange made its appearance. Jimmy 
Watson trophy winners are evidence of 
the change - since 2009 the three shiraz 
wines which have won have come from 
cooler climates.

46 SAFE HAVEN
 There’s a range of cellaring skills 

essential to storing and ageing fine 
wines, suggests Dan Traucki, and 
Australian company Wine Ark is one of 
the nation’s leading providers of safe 
wine storage. The organisation offers 
a range of options catering for private 
and commercial storage. Whether you 
want to age a dozen bottles or store a 
vintage’s worth of bottles, Wine Ark has 
the ability to care for your collections.
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